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ey A5 INtEIVieWed L': * 2321350 Nov 05 and testified, in
substance, as foliows:

It is okay if you ask me some guestions.

[Imvestigating Officer asked a question conceming the existence of an SOPF at
Company, Platoon, or Battalion level for friendly vehicle recognition. The audio
terminated prior o the witnass answering tha guastion.]



& T s Interviewsd byfE . 232135L Nov 05 and testified, in
substance, as follows:

There is a SOP for friendly vehicle recognition of military vehicles, As for civilian trucks,
wa've gaen a lot of Bongo trucks engaged In suspicious activity. We've been told that
sometimes those vehicles are used by insurganis.

The recognition signals we use in the event we don't have FM communications are tha
flashing of the IR light or headlights, whichawver you have, in the evening or night; and
during the day, usually a vehicle will stop and pull to the side of the road and sometimes
turn on their amergency flashars. That's how we can tell the civilian vehiclas that are
going to cooperate and stay out of our way.

Prior to this mission, | received a briefing covering actions on contact and rules of
angagement. Usually every time we go out we have some sort of ROE briefing, even if
it's just reading from the card. Sometimes the senior leader will speak on the subject.

| received the mission brief for this missicn at approximately 0800,

Prior to 0BOO, all we did was load up our vehicles and PCI our equipment.

Part of our dutv today was to do some IED sweeps and try 1o find a bridge across the
canalneardy  ~  Because we couldn't get across into our AD that we were
supposed to go w this evening.

To my knowledge, every vehicle had  _ i SO .5

| don't know for sure if all of that equipment was fully mission capable or not: sometimes
they'll work and sometimes they don't.

Our Team Leaders and our LT have ICOMs on them.

As far as the fills, | think it is just for *e team that's out; | don’t think we can't reach

dnyone glze. LT Faile “‘:E""
Rignt after 0800, we left the FOB and went down la . little ways and some of

the roads we cleared were unnamed. We searched for IEDs and then we got on Fat
Boy and as we were coming down one side of the canal, on the other side of the canal a
white Bongo truck was speeding towards us. At first, we slowed down to make sure
they saw us so thay would stop; but they didn't slow down. | was driving the lead
vehicle so | came to a stop. Atthat time, they were waving their arms out the window
and abowve the cab of the truck; and we figured it could be a threat. No one had firad or
anything at that point; we were just on standby. When they got to about 100 to 150
maters away, for some reason they put their weapons out the window and they held
them with one hand and were shaking them up and down. We couldn't tell what typs of



weapon it was; we just knew i was a rifle. That's when the LT considared it a threat
enough 10 open fire,

The vehicle ran off the road and one of the individuals got into the canal and a couple

othars wera off in the woods. After we realized they wera friendly, we approacheéd them
tor medevac.

| den't recall any reports between higher headquariers or any other unit bafore or during
this incident. The whole thing happened within saconds.

When we wers looking for a cross over to get to the other location, thqv' :ﬂad said we
were going to try to hook up with 2-6. They were further up the road; but we had no
idea they could be using a Bongo truck

I'm not aware of anyone relaying information that we were about to cross another
platoon's boundary or that we weare going to try to link up with the other platoon.

| have nothing further to add at this tima.

TarT
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= as interviewsad b Mow 05 and testified, in
substance, as .I-:nllc-ws:

L e —— B ——

| feel comfortable freely answering your questions conceming the incident that occurred
at approximately 1630 hours on 23 November,

There is & unit SOP for recognition of friendly vehicles; it is flashing the headlights or
signaling by radio. Waving would be ancther oplion.

| found cut t @2 00ing to be conducting this mission last night, the evening of the
22nd when ‘old me.

The marning of the mission, we receive a mission brief Iramm
He briefed us that we were going to try to get down hare Im

I would feel more comfortable answering these questions tomorraw.

o —
ZurS



., 15 interviewed byl . 2401051 Nov 05 and testified, in

substance, as follows:
My name B _L My social security numherisf - '_ g,

| still fzel comioriable freely answaring your questions conceming the incident that
occurred yesterday afternoon.

| recall when you asked me last night if my Platcon or Company had & SOP for near
and friendly recognition signals.

A number combination Is what we use.

| found out that | was going on that mission the night before when E = tald me.
| don't exactly recall what was brigfed on the enamy situation.

| was briefed that there would be other units oparating in or arcund our area.

second Platoon was known to be out hara.

We SPd from Camp Striker, tookd¥  — k. = £ _ . than we took
an unnamead road traveling sauth parallal i We stnnped at & medizal clinic
and talked.tn.gne locals around there, Then we went foy_ and stanted heading
west O, . We crossed ___and got on the west side of —_ dland that's
when we came into contact with 2-8 and the Bongo truck. That's when the incident
occurred.

There is always a threat in the area, but prior to the incident, we heard gunfirg to the
west, We were going to get closer to it to see what was gaing on.

As we were moving toward the sound of the small arms gundire, we came into contact
with the Bongo truck.

As we were heading west o ¥ s W2 Neard small arms fire in the background. We
were on the south side ok W and the Bongo truck came up on the north side o &
¢~ They were coming and | could see the Bongo truck full of individuals and
semebody holding a weapon out the window shaking it and pointing it in our direction

and that's when our .50 cal gunner opened fire and destroyed the vehicla.

| was abie to identify the weapon but not the clothing or nationality of the occupants
because they were holding the weapon outside the window.

The Bongo truck was probably about 50 to 75 meters from 3rd Platoon when they were
brandishing the w=apon.

|
Ju

b

]



They showed the weapon and then sped forward at a much higher rate of spead.

With the weapon pointed at us, we fired because we thought our lives were in danger.
Escalation of force didn't apply because we wers acting in self defensa.

———
ave the command to stop firing. | don't rermember if it was a signal or what,

AII mavement stoppad in the vehicle.

After the cease fire was given, T saw that it was friendlies. | saw some
people coming out from behind the truck and knaw that they were friendlies; we
immediately dismounted and starting performing first aid and assessing the situation. |
was working on a 8-line. We got the 8-line called up and the helicoptars landsd.

There isn't anything else | want to add that would help in this investigation.

L
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. ..___-gds interviewed by . at 0021 24 Mowv 05 and
testified in substance asTollows:

If we are dismountard and running because of an emergency we will vell @ —3
_--—-"-E:'rI

| do not believe that we have a SOP for mounted civilian vehicles.

| found out that we will be conducting this mission the day before; my PL gave us
a waming ordar the day before the mission,

The PL did not brief us on the enamy threat of the mission.
| received a partial mission brief the morning of the mission.

The full mission briet usually consists of a description of the area, the routes that
will be taken, who the dismounts will be and who the gunner and TC will be.
Basically what everyone's job will be. Our attachmants, the amount of ammo and
medivac procedures are what are usually briefed to us before a mission,
normally.

This morming we did not raceive a normal mission brief, We received word during
the mission briaf the marming of wa wers told that our sector got expanded to
include 1-502 AD.

ROE, escalation of force, and actions on contact were not briefad as | recall. The
reason that | believe that it was not is that it is implied. As many mission as we
do and the amount of imes that wa go over all of that it should be stuck with us,

| was aware that we were 1o refieve sacond platoon.

Wehave”~ 7 — e —
The ICOMs are onvil. — -

.

To my knowledge every vehicle had comms with each other; we also did an
internal comms check prior to leaving.

To my knowledge there were no other comms check done other than the one
that we performed before leaving.

We also tested the ICOMs and they also had no problems.

b
n



Wa navar check out comms with other platoons within the company.

Wa usually try to get a hold of Gato g (Company) before we leave. If not

Gator we can always get in touch with Faloo ~ Battalion).

As we SP we ook ttosouthc’s ___ We then wentdownk ___ . and
tried o get tr = frying to get to ancther sireet, but | can not remember
the name of it

We were brisfed on what the routes were but the street that we were frying to get
to did not have a name. It was put out o us where we wers going since we had
been there before and knew what street was not named. Before we got the naw
secior, we did know whers we wers.

After the warninn orger, the mission brief we knew that we were going south 1o
relieve they .

At no time did we share any type of comms traffic with the _ 1, ai least
not in my vehicle. | assumed that the PL's vehicle had comms with them becausse
he looked like he knew whers he was going, and wheare the second platoon
glemeant was.
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240037 Nov 05 -6 _
!.:.-...-... -3 Interviswed hf ﬂa at 0037 24 Mov 05 and
testified in substance as follows:

The PL and | were trying to remove a dirt mound so that the vehicles could cross
and go towards the location ware we heard gun fire and small explosions. And
offer any help that we could give to, what we assumed was elemeants of second
platoon. The reason that | assumed that It was elements of second platoon was
that the PL briefed me while on patrol that thay were on our AQ.

| heard smail anms and knew that second platoon was in the general AQ so |
assumed that it was second platoon.

Therg was no confirmation over commes that it actually was second platgon that
WAaS N contact

Since | was the TC for the sacond truck all | saw was a Bongo truck speeding
towards us and when it past the lead truck they opened fire. | assumed that it
was a VBIED and | assumed that they had taken fire s0 | orderad my gunner to
return fire. | aiso got out of the vehicle and fired at the Bongo truck. Someans
called cease fire. | then called it up, myself. And that is when we realized that
they were friendlias.

From where | was | could not tell if the Bongo truck made any type of
suggestions that they were frisndly or not. | do not think they even stopped. It
looked like it was going lo be an ambush. | believed that it was intended to do
harm to the UL.5. troops.

| do not remembear any type of reports being sent or requestad. At that point |
assumed that second platoon was farther down the road and at no time did we
receive word that they had commandaered a civillan vehicle.

After we recognized that they ware U.S. Forces we called the medics. We had

medics working on” %8 a couple of EFR qualified guys were helping. We
ware preparing them for the medivac.

Bl
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1 wrds interviewed bk

Jat the 23
MNovermber 20035 a2 ! 52 and testificd n subsiance as follows:

I feel comfortable w answer your guestions at this time. I received the brief about the
misgion about 0700, In the briel, we were told that the mission was to try to get on the

other side of the canal near anrd o conduct operations and find
msurgents. During that briet, Wl E.. usthere wasa gniper in our area of

operetion. If there was a break in communications, we would stop the convay, twm the
vehicles sideways, get our RTO and go run arpund to find a signal. The SO *establish
communication between separate platoons and company, we usually put u I} 10 got
communications with the company or anyone eise we need to communicate with. To the
best of my kngwledge we had no bresk in contact,  Our standing S0P . * In the
dav, we 1sc ¥ Sl . ' A L _—Te a3
é PWe went down some road that ran paralle] with =4
wWe took that road 10 2= and dropped the detainee off.  We 100k some
back roads headed east and then we twn around because there was some kind of berm, a
big pele of bricks that we could not pass. We heard a gunfight. I was on the gun in the
second truck. [ saw the Bongo uck coming toward us with a weapon waving out.” A1
that point the first wuck fired and 1 fired with my M4, My M4 malfunctioned so | drop
security on that side and put the 240 on it. The Bongo truck went off tha rad . There
were some people rying to escape to the canal and the woodline. __Jn the [irst
gun. gave me a cease fire. Althat point, we called the Medic,. We gave first aid and
then we Medevaced everybody and pull security. I am not really sure if any cne tried 1o
relay that there was a firefight going on in our sector. 1 told every one in my vehicle that
there wias some shooting gomg on down the road. [ am pretty sure it was called on the
icom that there was some shooting going on down the road. There is nothing slse 1o tell

about this lntient. ‘-
, —
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'y 3 3 interviewed t}y" e 2329550 Nov 05 and testified, in
5. ot =

substanc

L - S L
My name is [ ]G- My social security number i, _g

| feal comfortable freely answering your guestions concerning the incident that
happenead this aftarncon.

There is 2 SOP in place for recognition of frendly vehicles and dismounted soldiers.
During the day, if is flashing the headlights and at night it is flashing the IR light.

As far as a backup or contingency, probably radiging ahead would be it.

| gat word last night around 2100 that | was going to be doing the mission today.

| was told by my squad leader, " - —

| received & mission brisffrom ¥ round 0830 this moming.

| don't recall receiving an updated enemy threat brief during the mission bnefing.

He briefed us that there was a 2-6 elemznt that we were supposed to be relieving
tonight. By “2-8" | mean elements of second platoon.

Curing the brief this morning, we were 1old that we would be geing down new and un-
traveled roads.

The brigfing wasn't conducied with a map or terrain model; but we've all been down
here before so we knew what he was talking about.

To the bast of my knowledge, all of the vahiclas in our convoy had communication
equipment and that eguipment was fully mission capable.

| \'naw that the equipment was working because we all did radio chacks with Gator

- anq

Anytime we're out in the area, we always try to contast adjacent platoons.

. TR —— — g1 the key leaders
have S it =i

Wa SPd through the gate, got ong™ .and went all the way down about
and dropped off a detainee. From twere we went 1o the west side of N_ g
began doing rouls clearance trying to find a road that would go from @l !

4 across the canal. We couldn't find one on that side, so we went to the other side of

ZaS
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_o and we found a road with a big berm in front of it. We cleared that out some,
drove the HMMWYs over it and came onto this road. We were doing some route
clearance on the road and we were all told to get in the vehicles because we were going
1o drive down to where we were hearing some small ams fire up ahead.

We were told this information over the radio. So we got in the vehicles and drove off. A
couple minutes later we saw the Bongo truck driving up and that's when we were given
the order fo shoot at it

As far as the rules of engagement for an incoming vehicle, all the gunners have an M4
and & 9mm up there. They're supposad to give & couple waming shots at the vehicle to
gat it to stop and if it doesn't stop, then that's whan they open up with the 240 or .50 cal.

We were briefed on escalation of force.

Usually when Iragis drive up to a convay, they'll pull over to the side of the road and tum
their hazards on or they'll stop, back up, and go the opposite way. The Bongo fruck
though, just kept driving forward like it was going to try to blow past us.

Whilz it was coming up on us, | couldnt tell how many people were in it.
From where | was, | couldn't tell what they were wearing,

| was riding in the second vehicle in the convoy and was sitting in the back seat on the
driver's side.

As the truck was coming up, | didn't hear any communication on elthar the ASIPS or the
|COM radios.

| knew there was an escalation of force going on because | heard the Smm go off and
then | heard the .50 cal open up, and then my truck opened up with the 240 on it.

We engaged the Bongo truck and then we still saw movemeant and ware about to light
the truck up again, and then a call came in over the ICOM saying, "hey, there's triendly
up there, don't shoot." They said, "3-6, 3-6 is up thera,” meaning my Platoon Leader
nad moved forward. He was out thers by the truck and we siill couldn't t2ll who was in
the truck, if thay ware friendly or not, 50 | got out of the truck and the next thing | know,
hie was yelling for 2 medic. We still didn't know that there were friendlys in the fruck.
Cnce the medic got up there, he yelled for —_ “Irst Reaponder to get up thers, o |

grabbed my EFR bag and ran up thera. \Whila | was running up thare, that's when |
realized that they were friendly troops in the Bongo truck.

All | recall after that is that we started pulling security, called in a 9-line and started

working on the guys that we could save. It was obvious that the two were KlAs and we
wanted to get the other three all fixed up 50 we could medevac them out of there.

- 345

-
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There is no way the two KIAs in the front could have sustained their injuries during
another engagement. Thay were the driver and passenger.

The guy | was working on, ki 4 | nelped doc © . drag him out of the canal and
| patched up his left shoulder and startzd an IV, | 115 the 2-6 elament.

| don't recall having any communications on either the ASIPS or the |COMs from 2-6;
but we heard from 2-44 on occasion.

| don't recall what we heard from 2-4A because | wasn't menitoring the radio at the time,
| just heard them calling in.

| didn’t hear anything from Gat::rL ibout any engagements pricr fo this incident.

Frior to seeing the Bongo truck, we heard mortar fire and small arms fire up ahead of
our position. Than we saw the Bongo truck flying toward us.

| have nothing alse to share that may be beneficial to this inquiry.

\y
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I am willing to answer freely your questions concerning the incident that ocourred today.
There is an SOF for friandly recognition at night time; we flash sach other IR.
I'm not aware of an SOP for recognition during daylight hours.

| fnunu_j out that we were going to be doing this mission last night around 2000 when my
squad leader, ___ __gold me about it.

tascaigad the mission brief this moming betwsen 08 and 0700. My Platoon Leader,5
—a gave the briefing.

I don't recall if he included a current enemy situation brief er not.

During that brief,. 2 ’ nformed us that we had our second platoon elemant
operating in and around our area.

As far as rules of engagement, escalafion of force, and actions on contact
touched on ROE during the mission briefing.

:u"_""——

—

| don't recall axactly what he said, but ROE was covered.,

The vehicles we weara using today had sith = They
were mission capable, but we didn’t have comms. Comms weren't working, but the
radios themselves worked.

We had communications within the piatoon the eniire time.

We did not have communications the entire time betwaen my platoon and the Company
CP.

| don't know If we had communications between my platoon and second platoon. |
wasn't monitoring the radio with second platoon.

We left Camn Striker sometin~ sftar 0E00. We headed out of¢ _ i{:nW; 'R i
Weagotor _  ‘right befo. . and then we took a left on a road we had
never been down bafore. We were trying to get to a new area we had never been to
before and we weren't familiar with the area or the roads.

My squad leader discussed with us that we would be fraveling down new routes and
showed me where we were going to be going. | didn't know of any roads to get across



the canal, and | guess that's what we were looking for. We were trying to gt across the
canal and we patrolled that area this moming.

We were coming down this road here. | belisve we were stil trying to get across and
the convoy came to a halt. That's when | saw the blue Bongo truck moving at a
different spead than an average | ragi vehicle would ba maving. Right away, | thought it
was hostile because usually they pull over as soon as they see us. Their vehicle
immediately stops and pulls over. This vehicle didn't: it was moving down the road at
an abnormal speed and that's when | heard the fire.

Other than the speed, | thought the vehicle was hostile because | sew the WEApons
hanging cut the windows and the vehicla was just moving abnormally.

| had heard small arms fire minutes prior 1o the incident fram this area. We came into
thiz area with extrame caution.

Frior to the incident we were spaced out about 50 meters between vahiclas.

After we heard the small arms and indirect fire, we kept traveling down the road at the
same spsed.

We came 1o a hait and the Bongo truck was getting engaged by truck one. | through my
door open and began engaging also. | fired two rounds and then we realized it was
friendly. | ran up to this point here and started first aid,

| didn't have & radio in my hand and wouldn't know if there were anry communications
before or during the incident.

The reason | only fired two rounds was that | hearg someone yell cease fire, Oncs |
neard that, | saw the friendly and thought, “How the hell did someons get across the
canal already and over there to that truck? Thera's no way." Then | saw the way he
was stumbling and | knew right away that that wasn't one of the guys from our convoy,

Thers was never any sign from the Bongo truck that it was a friendly vehicla,
Far recognition during hours of daylight, | carry 2% ¥ pane! on my person,

After we started getting the casualties together and treated, we called in the 8-line and |
procesdad 1o this field and checked it out for a possible PZ. We pickad up security and
stamed scanning the area. | heard the Apaches come in and | popped smaoke right there
becauss | thought it was the Blackhawks, the medivacs, but it wasn't them. A couple
minutes later the Blackhawks came in and | popped smoke again, then ran ovar and
grabbed a litter and carried it over to the medivac.

| can't think of anything else to add that would assist in this inquiry.



